Residents Should be Warned!
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This water may be dangerous to your health




Some argue that while the City posts “Unsafe for Swimming’ signs on the beaches to protect residents from coming into contact with raw sewage – much of the sewage originates in the rivers and creeks before spilling into the lakeshore and polluting the beaches. 

The initial bacteria concentrations at the CSOs (Combined Sewer Outfalls) can be extremely high. Yet, there are no signs warning residents to stay away from the river’s edge and keep their pets out of the water during or after a rain event.

Tests made directly at these outfalls have recorded bacteria levels of 100,000-300,000 fecal coliform counts per 100 ml – 1000s of times over the health safety limit (100 counts per 100 ml).

TEA has proposed erecting warning signs – such as this one - at all CSO locations, about 80 in total.

The City remains lukewarm to the idea.

